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MUMBAI:  The Mumbai Metro Rail

Corporation employees started

cutting trees at Aarey Colony  late

on Friday night at the proposed

car shed spot, following the Bom-

bay high court order on earlier  in

the morning. 

Environment activists

reached the spot soon after a

video shot in the dark was sent on

various social media platforms.

On Friday morning, the Bom-

bay high court dismissed four

petitions  challenging the deci-

sion of the Brihanmumbai

Municipal Corporation’s (BMC)

tree authority permitting the

Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation

Ltd (MMRCL) to cut 2,646 trees to

construct a metro car-shed in

Aarey colony.

A division bench of chief jus-

tice Pradeep Nandrajog and jus-

tice Bharati Dangre dismissed

petitions filed by activist Zoru

Bhathena and Shiv Sena corpora-

tor Yashwant Jadhav, who is also

a member of the tree authority.

Bhathena had questioned the

validity of the decision on the

grounds of lack of due delibera-

tions on the proposal submitted

by MMRCL, seeking the removal

of 2,702 trees — 2,238 to be cut and

464 to be transplanted.

The bench rejected the conten-

tion and said: “The fact that the

proposal of the project proponent

(MMRCL) was scaled down with

respect to the number of trees to

be felled is proof of the decision

being fair, transparent and based

on reason.”  The bench  said that

the deliberations took place not

only at its meeting on August 29,

but also during three site visits to

Aarey Colony.

One of the pleas filed by the

city-based NGO Vanshakti

sought that the Aarey colony be

declared a forest and ecologically

sensitive zone, while another

petition by Bathena pleaded the

area be given the status of a flood-

plain. Two separate pleas were

filed by Bathena and Jadhav.

While dismissing the petition

filed by Vanshakti, the court in its

judgment noted that the issue

was already decided by an earlier

bench of the high court and the

matter is presently pending

before the Supreme Court. HTC

Tree cutting begins at Aarey as 
HC turns down activists’ pleas 

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court

reiterated on Friday its inten-

tion to conclude hearing on

appeals against the Allahabad

high court verdict in the Ayo-

dhya case will conclude on Octo-

ber 17.

A five-judge bench led by

Chief Justice of India Ranjan

Gogoi asked the parties to finish

their arguments by October 16

so that it can hear them on

moulding the relief the next day.

CJI Gogoi retires in November

17 and the bench will have

exactly four weeks to author the

verdict in the decades-old civil

suit. The bench also comprises

Justices S A Bobde, D Y Chan-

drachud, Ashok Bhushan and S

Abdul Nazeer.

Senior Advocate Rajeev Dha-

van appearing for the Sunni

Central Wakf Board Friday

countered the Hindu side’s

rejoinder, terming their argu-

ments as mischievous, unfortu-

nate and intended to promote

communally divisive feelings,

Dhavan said the “illegalities are

central to the determination” of

the case and added that if any-

thing was communaly divisive,

it was the demolition of the

Babri Masjid on December 6,

1992. He argued that if belief,

spirituality and sacrality are

the tests, they would apply to

Islam as well.

To a court’s query on whether

living beings or objects were

revered in Islam, Dhavan

replied that while for Hindus, it

is manifested through multiple

forms, for the Muslims it is man-

ifested through multiple

prayers.

Nobody questioned Ram’s

birth in Ayodhya, he told the

bench. “The dispute would not

have been there but for the

claim that he was born under

the central dome of the Babri

Masjid”, he said adding this was

at the core of the issue.

AYO D H YA  C A S E

SC reiterates intent to 
end hearings on Oct 17   

While the HC admitted that

Chidambaram was not a flight

risk and that he would not

tamper with  documents, it

accepted the CBI’s contention

that the senior Congress leader

was capable of influencing wit-

nesses, Sibal said. 

Justice Banumathi asked him

about the status of the ED money

laundering  case in the INX

Media deal. Sibal informed the

bench that ED was yet to arrest

Chidambaram in that matter.

The judge then said she would

hear the arguments at length

“The matter is listed in front of

the Supreme Court and we can

only hope that someone who has

been the home minister, the

finance minister and an immi-

nent senior counsel, who has

been unnecessarily persecuted

in a completely fabricated man-

ner would get justice,” said Con-

gress spokesperson Manish

Tewari.

On Thursday, a Delhi court

extended Chidambaram’s judi-

cial custody till October 17.

ing regular bail.”  

Senior advocate Abhishek

Manu Singhvi also appeared for

Chidambaram.

Initially, the bench wanted to

have the matter heard on Octo-

ber 14. But on a joint request by

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta

and Singhvi, it was posted for

October 15. Chidambaram’s

counsel did not press for any

interim order until the next

hearing. 

In his short submission, Sibal

pointed to the Delhi high court

verdict that denied bail to Chi-

dambaram in the case and said

the judge had applied a triple test

while deciding on the former

minister’s petition for release. 

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court

issued notice on Friday to the

Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) on a petition filed by Con-

gres politician  P Chidambaram

seeking bail in a corruption case

registered against him in con-

nection with approval given to

INX Media Private Limited to

receive overseas investment to

the tune of ₹305 crore in 2007,

when he was the finance minis-

ter. 

Chidambaram was arrested

by the CBI on August 21, and has

been in  CBI custody and jail.

A bench led by justice R Banu-

mathi fixed October 15 as the

next date of hearing on the peti-

tion. CBI was told to file its

response on or before that date.

When asked how much time

the petitioner will require to

argue the matter, Chidam-

baram’s lawyer, senior counsel

Kapil Sibal, said: “ Not more than

15 minutes. It’s a matter regard-

INX Media case: SC seeks CBI 
reply on Chidambaram bail plea 

n P Chidambaram 

gest that he had a role to play in

cheating the investors in Rudra

Buildwell”.

On Friday, after registering a

case of money laundering, ED

teams carried out searches at

six locations in Mumbai includ-

ing residences and offices of the

Wadhawans.

The ED’s case is based on the

Mumbai EOW’s first informa-

tion report (FIR) against the

management of PMC Bank

including former chairman

Waryam Singh and suspended

managing director Joy Thomas,

who was arrested on Friday in

Neeraj Chauhan 
n Neeraj.Chauhan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement

Directorate carried out raids

(ED) on Friday after registering

a money laundering case

against Housing Development

Infrastructure Limited (HDIL)

executive chairman Rakesh

Kumar Wadhawan and his son

Sarang Wadhawan, and the

Mumbai police’s Economic

Offences Wing (EOW) arrested

the Punjab and Maharashtra

Cooperative (PMC) Bank’s sus-

pended managing director in

connection with the crisis at the

bank. 

Wadhawan and his son Sar-

ang Wadhawan, and senior offi-

cials of PMC, were named in a

complaint registered by the

Mumbai police on Monday for

causing losses of ₹4355.43 crore

to the bank. The father-son duo

were arrested by Mumbai

police’s EOW on Thursday and

produced before a local court in

Mumbai on Friday. They have

been sent to police custody till

October 9.

Interestingly, it emerges that

Delhi police investigated Wad-

hawan four years ago in a case of

fraud and a Delhi court even

summoned him as an accused in

February last year along with

promoters of Rudra Buildwell

Realty Private Limited, namely

Mukesh Khurana, Babita Khur-

ana and Gautam Khurana. 

The Delhi investigation was

in connection with the sus-

pected fraud by Rudra Build-

well, but the police chose to not

name him in a charge sheet it

filed in January this year. Sev-

eral individuals had invested in

Rudra’s Serra Bella/Pavo Real

housing project in Indirapuram

and paid booking amount to the

developer but they were cheated

as there was no development at

the project site.

“We had recorded the state-

ment” of Wadhawan, a Delhi

police EOW officer said on con-

dition of anonymity. “But there

wasn’t enough evidence to sug-

connection with the irregulari-

ties at PMC Bank. Thomas was

summoned to the EOW office at

the Mumbai police headquar-

ters and arrested after question-

ing, a police official said.

The Mumbai police EOW on

Thursday also provisionally

attached properties worth

₹3,500 crore that include land

parcels, and residential com-

mercial premises of HDIL.

The allegation is that

PMC ran up losses of ₹4,355.43

crore since 2008 on loans given

to HDIL in a fraud in which bank

executives colluded with the

company. 

Despite defaults, the bank

officials did not classify the

loans as non- performing assets

and intentionally hid informa-

tion about the loans from the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI),

Mumbai police has claimed.

Thomas is believed to have

detailed all these in a five-page

confessional letter sent to the

Reserve Bank of India. 

O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,

RBI restricted activities of PMC

bank for six months citing irreg-

ularities, suspended Thomas,

and said depositors could with-

draw a maximum of ₹1,000 from

the bank. After the obvious out-

rage that followed -- the bank

has 9 lakh depositors -- this

amount was increased to ₹10,000

two days later and to ₹25,000 on

Thursday. 

An ED official familiar with

the case said on condition of

anonymity that investigators

are looking for more details of

assets of the Wadhawans and

the others named in the com-

plaint, and also their foreign

transactions. 

PMC Bank has 137 branches

and over ₹11,000 crore in depos-

its. The ED officer cited above

said the overall exposure of the

bank to the financially stressed

HDIL group is around ₹6,500

crore ,or over 73% of it advan-

ces, and claimed that the com-

pany is paying no interest on the

entire amount.

(With agency inputs)

PMC ex-MD held, ED raids 6 places 
BANK FRAUD Money-laundering case registered; HDIL directors, arrested on Thursday, sent to police custody till Oct 9

THE ALLEGATION IS THAT 
PMC RAN  UP LOSSES OF 
₹4,355.43 CRORE SINCE 
2008 ON LOANS GIVEN 
TO HDIL IN A FRAUD IN 
WHICH BANK 
EXECUTIVES COLLUDED 
WITH THE COMPANY

warded the name to the govern-

ment. 

But the  department of justice

under the law ministry, returned

the names of four advocates to the

collegium for reconsideration,

citing complaints against them --

of corruption, underworld nexus,

extortion and inadequate prac-

tice in the high court as reasons.

As regards advocate Savanur

Vishwajith Shetty, the depart-

ment of justice said:  “There is a

complaint against Shri Savanur

Vishwajith Shetty that he is hav-

ing nexus with underworld and

land mafia which indulged in

extortion.” Shetty could not be

reached for a comment. 

Advocate Maralur Indra-

kumar Arun’s name was sent

back saying: “There is a com-

plaint against Shri Maralur

Indrakumar Arun stating that he

does not have a clean and trans-

parent professional career and

indulges in corrupt practices.”

Advocate M I Arun declined

comment. 

In the case of advocate

Ashok Bagriya
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI :  The Supreme Court

collegium on Friday brushed

aside the government objections

-- variously, alleged underworld

links, extortion, corruption and

inexperience  -- against four Kar-

nataka advocates and cleared

their names for appointment as

judges of  the Karnataka high

court. 

Armed with Intelligence

Bureau reports, the Supreme

Court collegium, comprising the

top three judges of the Supreme

Court, passed a resolution clear-

ing the appointment of advocates

Savanur Vishwajith Shetty,

Maralur Indrakumar Arun,

Mohammed Ghouse Shukure

Kamal, and Engalaguppe Seeth-

aramaiah Indiresh as judges of

the Karnataka high court. 

With the collegium doing this,

the government has no option but

to clear the names, although

there is no time limit for doing so.

Under the current selection proc-

ess, the government can voice its

objections once and ask the colle-

gium to reconsider. 

The Supreme Court Collegium

on March 25 approved the names

of eight advocates recommended

by the high court Collegium on 25

May, 2018 for appointment  as

judges to the high court and for-

Mohammed Ghouse Shukure

Kamal, the observation was:

“Shri Mohammed Ghouse Shu-

kure Kamal has limited practice

in the HC.” 

And advocate Engalaguppe

Seetharamaiah Indiresh name

was held back because he was he

is one of the parties to some dis-

putes in the hight court. 

Hindustan Times has seen a

copy of the government’s obser-

vations. 

On receiving the recommenda-

tions from the government, the

SC collegium perused the com-

plaints and found they “have not

been verified at any level at any

point of time.” Besides, “Intelli-

gence Bureau in its report has,

inter alia, recorded that the advo-

cates enjoy good personal and

professional image and nothing

adverse came to notice against

them,” added the Collegium’s res-

olution uploaded on the Supreme

Court of India’s website. 

The collegium has also advised

the government that,”Having

regard to acute shortage of judges

in Karnataka high court  it would

be appropriate if the above pro-

posal is processed expeditiously.”

Supreme Court advocate Chi-

transhul Sinha said, “This

instance exposes serious loopho-

les in the government’s verifica-

tion process for appointments to

constitutional positions...”. 

Collegium clears 4 names for 
HC judges despite objections 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
NO OPTION BUT TO 
CLEAR THE NAMES, 
THOUGH THERE IS NO 
TIME LIMIT TO DO SO

GOVIND BALLABH PANT INSTITUTE
OF

POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION
& RESEARCH (GIPMER)

(GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI)
1, J.L. NEHRU MARG, NEW DELHI-110002 (INDIA)

PH.: 91-11-23233001, 23234242, FAX: 91-11-23221835
EMAIL: msgbpant@nic.in

Website: www.gbpant.delhigovt.nic.in
(ADMINISTRATION BRANCH)

F.28-8A/GIPMER/Estt/DNCT/16079 Dated: 30.09.2019

Admission Notice for the course of DIPLOMA IN
CLINICAL NEUROPHYSIOLOGY TECHNOLOGY (DCNT)
COURSE for the academic session 2019-21

Application are invited for the admission of DCNT course in
the Neurology department.

The details of eligibility criteria, no. of seats, terms
and conditions of admission are available at the website of the
G.B. Pant institute of Postgraduate Medical
Education & Research, New Delhi-110002.
(www.gbpant.delhigovt.nic.in).

Last date of receipt of application is 19 October 2019.
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